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the Cavendish. Chair of Experimental Physics at Cambridge, Rutherford
was the obvious choice for his successor.
On 7 March, he wrote to Sir J. J. Thomson: "If I decided to stand
for the post, I feel that no advantages of the post could possibly com-
pensate for any disturbance of our long continued friendship or for
any possible friction, whether open or latent, that might possibly arise
if we did not have a clear mutual understanding with regard to the
Laboratory and Research Students----"
To this he received a cordial reply: "I am very glad to find that you
are still entertaining the possibility of coming to Cambridge as Professor.
If you do, you will find that I shall leave you an absolutely free hand in
the management of the Laboratory...."
The negotiations for Rutherford's appointment to the Cavendish
Professorship were carried out with care and zeal by Sir Joseph Larmor
and it was finally decided that Rutherford should also be Director of
the Cavendish Laboratory. Sir J. J. Thomson was appointed Professor
of Physics without stipend, with rooms and mechanics essential to the
continuance of his research work.
The Council of the University of Manchester expressed their regret
at Rutherford's resignation and congratulated him on his appointment
to a position "which he will worthily fill as the successor of Maxwell,
Rayleigh and Thomson". Many of his old friends wrote that they
would miss him in Senate, smoking room and elsewhere. His welcome
to Cambridge was no less emphatic.
RUTHERFORD TO HIS MOTHER
7 April 1919. You will have received the news that I have been elected
to the Cavendish Chair of Physics held by Sir J. J. Thomson, who is now
Master of Trinity. It was a difficult question to decide whether to leave
Manchester as they have been very good to me, but I felt it probably
best for me to come here, for after all it is the chief physics chair in the
country and has turned out most of the physics professors of the last
20 years. I was appointed on April 2 and technically take up office from
that date, but as I must finish but the term's work in Manchester,